Kingston Whig-Standard, May 4, 2002 |

The case
for higher
speed
limits on
Hwy. 401

Driving faster on highways
safer, more economical,
proponents of change say

By lanélliot
Whig-Standard Staff Writer

ORD THOMPSON MAY BE THE ONLY

man in Ontario ever charged un-
der the Highway Traffic Act for obey-
ing the letter of the law.

The teacher from Campbellford and
another motorist caused a four-kilome-
tre traffic jam on Highway 401 seven
years ago by driving side by side at the
posted 100 km/h speed limit.

They were charged with obstructing
traffic and had their licences tem-
porarily suspended.

Weeks earlier, Thompson had been
ticketed for going 117 km/h on the
same road and staged his slow-motion
protest after a judge told him he was
breaking the law by going even a kilo-
metre over the posted limit.

“It still kind of gets my blood going,”
Thompson said this week.

“The number on the [speed limit]
sign isn’t the number you're expected
to drive at and no one will tell you what
the tolerance actually is.”

Thompson’s situation may be the
most ludicrous application of On-

tario’s speeding laws but it puts into fo-
1 cus what motorists prove with their
| right feet — that 100 km/h is often too
slow for the province’s 400-series high-
ways.

A recent study by University of
Toronto researcher Baher Abdulhai
found every single driver exceeding
the speed limit on some stretches of
highway that he and graduate student
Jaime Abraham studied.

His study recommended that the
speed limit be raised to a more realistic
130 km/h.

That finding mirrors dozens of simi-
lar studies done on expressways in
North America and Europe.
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LOCAL NEWS

‘People don’t have a death wish’

Continued from Page |

Studies indicate that 85 per cent of
motorists drive at speeds between 110
km/h and 130 km/h on the 401, Accord-
ing to most traffic experts, such a
widespread variance from the posted

concentrate on the very fast and the
very slow drivers, who present the
most danger in traffic.

Those who drive over the limit
should receive “zero tolerance,” he
said. "And for people who want to dri-
ve 80, maybe a 400-series highway is

ported a higher speed limit on the 401,
as did former transportation minister
Al Palladini, but the issue has never
caught fire at Queen’s Park.

The last push to raise the limit dis-
solved after a rash of accidents involv-
ing wheels flying off heavy trucks.
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lead to an increase in traffic injuries
and fatalities,” said Transportation
Ministry spokesman Anser Ahmed.

The response to his study has disap-
pointed Abdulhai.

“I have not seen any counter-argu-
ments based on fact,” he said this
week. “It’s all been, “You're going to kill
people,’ [or] Thnre wollld be blood all
over the roads.”

He was particularly upset by some
media reports on his findings.

“What surprised me was the reac-
tion from the public [in TV reports],”
he said."In one report, they showed a
50-50 split among people about the
higher limit, but in some locations
measured in the report, 100 per cent of
people were driving over the limit.

“If 100 per cent of the people are vio-
lating [the law] when they drive,
where's the 50 per cent that opposes
higher limits?

The 100 km/h limit was set in the
1970s as a conservation measure dur-
ing the oil crisis. Before that, the limit
was 115 km/h, even though cars had
few of the safety features that today's
drivers enjoy.

SCRAFPPED LIMIT

The United States scrapped its gas-sav-
ing 55 mph limit several years ago and
left it to the states to set speed limits.
Most opted for a 65 or even 75 mph (105
to 120 km./h) limit on major highways.

Since then, people on both sides of
the issue have been producing studies.

Critics of higher speed limits point
to an increased number of deaths on
some highways with higher limits,

Supporters say ra_sing speed limits
actually makes highways safer. They
argue higher speeds encourage mo-
torists to use the road more, With in-
creased traffic, the number of fatalities
per 100 million miles driven - one of
the basic measures of road safety - ac-
tually falls.

“It's one of those cases where you
use statistics any way vou want to,"
gaid David Leonhardt of the Canadian
Automobile Association, which sup-
ported Abdulhai's conclusions if com-
bined with a program of increased
speed limit enforcement.

Michael Cain, director of research
for the B.C. group Safety by Education
Not Speed Enforcement (SENSE), said
the group’s efforts to raise speed limits
drew the same fears of carnage on the
roads.

“They said ‘'The faster you go, the
harder you hit,’ but that totally ignores
the human interaction of driving,” he
said. “The whole argument ignores the
fact that if you don't have an accident,
you don't get hurt.”

Abdulhai himself says higher speeds
are not dangerous and that speed dif-
ferentials cause accidents. A higl.er
speed limit, he argues, will not cause
people to drive faster; it merely reflects
what they are already doing.

“It's really basic stuff,"” Abdulhai
said. “Tt’s not rocket science.”

‘REASONABLE"

Jim Baxter, president of the National
Motorists Association, a U.S. con-
sumers group that supports higher
speed limits, said he was familiar with
Abdulhai's study. “What your profes-
sor is saying is set the speed limit at the
speed at which traffic is moving, which
I think is a reasonable and prudent
thing todo,” he said.

“People don't have a death wish.
You're not out to hurt yourself or to
drive faster than is safe for the road.”

Most of the resistance to higher lim-
its comes from police and the insur-
ance companies, which both profit
from speeding tickets, he said.

“Police like the low limit because it
gives them a reason to stop anyone
they want,” he said. “The insurance in-
dustry has always supported lower
limits.”

The other knock at the higher limits
is that cars use more fuel at higher
speeds. Baxter shrugs off that point.
“Modern vehicles don't have nearly
the differential in fuel consumption
that they used to,” he said.

“It's an argument that might have
held sway in '75 ... [But] the individual
should be allowed to decide if the sav-
ing of time is worth it.”

Baxter said he is familiar with envi-
ronmental arguments but that high-
way policy shouldn't be based on ideol-

Leeds-Grenville MPP Bob Runci-
man, who has had a 600-km round-trip
commute for 21 vears, has publicly sup-

“That's the predicament that people
are in right now, and people shouldn't
be in that predicament.”

Want to get

PERSONAL?

Unry SAvines

AnD CREDT UNios LieTED
Investing = Borrowing * Banking
www.unitysavings.com

See us for the Personal

Care and Attention
You and Your
Money Deserve

Officas i

Mewl Bayridge Cenire \West - 775 Sirond Bhed - 389-7721
850 Princess 5t » 546-4209
455 Front Rd [DuPont Plont) 542-2313
166 Brock 5t - Hotel Dieu Hospital Lobby - 544-3400 Ext, 2095
AND OFFICES IN NAPANEE, CORNWALL & BROCKVILLE

« Asial
* Tradi
* Past:
* Won

Boredom is no long

go

MOVIES

over ‘_'; [:' [:'
each month

Over 100 to

ULTIMATE
/ PACK

v cha

Visit www.expressvidcom
d L]
KIMCETON EINGCSTON L

%’ FUTURE S0P i}m Linden Audio Tronic Just HI-FI Audio Video Sales Lid. |
Worild i613) 547-2766 (6130 5490044 i

" bty tas. et er progeaseng ©redd appded o 110 per maonth bor setisd fres manthg o derece. 315 programeng credit offer svaslats
appisrd st ol apphcable tamr. Escfude V' progrimeeng. Desctwaton fees and conditions spply Pricel, pelkages, programiming and ofter
of Bell Cindi; EnpresiVa i i ade mark of Bell LapreyiVy Limied Parinenhip Miyuon: impossible J © J000 Paramount Fictures. All Righty

ogy “There are side elements out there
who don't like people having the right
to go anywhere they want however fast
they want to go,” he said.

“There are environmentalists who
wotlld like to see us walk everywhere.”

Leonhardt of the CAA said a higher
limit on the 401 would allow police to






